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1.

Dear Headmaster,

Visiting your school on Thursday to

choose their own classes. Since the beginning, I was
skeptical of your decision to carry out this experiment,
and its folly was apparent in the lack of discipline and
enthusiasm shown by your students. It is imperative
that you re-implement the more structured curricula
used in the past. It is the height of gullibility to expect
teenagers to be mature enough to eschew easy-to-
pass subjects for more academically rigorous courses.

You need to act now for the sake of our children.

Sincerely,
Evelyn Hertford

Concerned parent

(a) allowed me to see the drawbacks of not giving
teens the chance

(b) convinced me of the need to allow adolescents in
the community

(c) revealed the foolishness of allowing high school
students

(d) showed the curriculum'’s effect on the willingness

of pupils

2.
According to Phoenician mythology, the god Eshmun

. He was born a mere mortal and

became fond of hunting during his teenage years.
One day, while tracking an animal in the forest, he
was seen by the powerful goddess Astrono& who
became enamored with him. To stop her romantic
advances, he maimed himself and died from the
resulting blood loss. Still, Astronoé had her way by

bringing the inanimate youth back to life and turning

him into the god of healing. Eshmun, left with no
choice, became her consort and many devotees

venerated them together as a couple.

(a) pursued several nymphs in the woods
(b) was able to cure his own wounds
(c) became a deity in an unusual way

(d) fell in love with another divine being

3.

Today, almost everyone in the world uses the
Gregorian, rather than the Julian, calendar in their
daily lives. (a) However, there are still institutions that
persist in using the latter. (b) Based on the phases of
the moon, the Julian calendar’s predecessor consisted
of 304 days over 10 months. (c) Many Eastern
Orthodox national churches continue to use it to
calculate the dates of their moveable feasts, religious
holidays with dates not fixed to particular days. (d)
Some farmers in North Africa also refuse to change
with the times, claiming that, in their area, the Julian

system is more accurate for agricultural purposes.

4.

This spring, Perabo Museum is having an exhibition of
precious gems set in jewelry. Feast your eyes on
bejeweled necklaces, tiaras, bracelets, earrings, and
brooches loaned by prominent collectors. Featured in
the display is the famous Kraut Pink Diamond, a 253-
carat stone in a platinum setting that forms the
centerpiece of a butterfly-shaped pendant. An audio
tour is included in the ticket cost. Alternatively, a
guided tour with a trained member of staff can be
arranged upon request for a nominal fee. The exhibit
can be viewed by the public from Tuesday to Sunday,
between 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

tHEHRI2 19) HojALo|E

misi A 2 3 o



SHHAYY FHA AHS ol

S|
20194 1, ZARH A

Mo
=

2
0x
oC

Q: Which statement is correct according to the
advertisement?

(a) The fee covers a recorded commentary about the
display.

(b) Perabo Museum is open to the public every
weekday.

(c) The exhibit features a butterfly-themed jewelry
collection.

(d) Guests can catch a glimpse of a rare pink platinum

pendant.

5.

During the last federal election, the Liberal Party faced
allegations that focusing on the environment rather
than industry would lead to higher unemployment.
Two years since the party’s win, however, it has
created 550,000 jobs in contrast to the 330,000 that
the former Conservative government created during
its own first two years. However, detractors say the
comparison is unfair as it fails to take into account
that the nation was in a recession when the
Conservatives came to power. It took considerable
effort on the Conservative government's part to turn
the situation around by its final year, they argue, and
their achievement explains why the Liberals are doing

well now.

Q: What are critics claiming about the Liberal

government?

(@) Its jobs-creation policy is falling short of
expectations.

(b) It owes its success to the work of an opposing
political party.

(c) Its focus on the environment is leading to another
recession.

(d) It is ignoring how citizens' views have changed in

two years.

6-7. The 19th-century German philosopher Arthur
Schopenhauer was one of the first Western thinkers to
conclude that the world we live in is fundamentally
irrational. According to Schopenhauer, this is because
the motivating force of everything that exists is the
will. Rather than striving to act according to reason,
the will is merely concerned with self-preservation and
the satisfaction of basic desires. This means that
humans are in a constant state of selfish struggle to
preserve themselves above all others, with the result

being constant suffering.

While Schopenhauer’s view of life is not a pleasant
one, he does offer a means for breaking the vicious
circle that we are stuck in on account of the will. Since
the will does not bring about any good results, it is up
to us to weaken it as far as possible. This can be
accomplished through aesthetic means, by refusing to
bow to the will's demands and giving it the opposite
of what it is seeking. Over time, such efforts will
weaken the will and drastically improve our experience

of life.

6.
Q: What is the passage mainly about?

(@) An individual’s perspective of the world

(b) A description of the writer's moral compass

(c) A discussion about humanity's fundamental desires
(d)

d) An interpretation of irrational thoughts

7.

Q: What can be inferred about Schopenhauer from
the passage?
(@) He

unimportant to life experiences.

argued that personal opinions were
(b) He followed an aesthetic lifestyle to remove

external influences.
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(c) He was supported by the work of other German
philosophers.
(d) He believed that humans have the ability to limit

their selfishness.
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